ep 


LUTHERAN WOMEN 


Member of the Associated Vol. Il No. 3 
Church Press March 1961 
Month’s Emphasis: GRowTH IN SPIRITUAL LIFE 
ARTICLES 
Soundscinment premiere terior Witi1am O. MoyER 4 
Lutheran Women’s Work in the Lost Frontier 
of the Argentine Jungle ...... VALBORG DE KNEBEL 6 
Escape to Hope ..:0...22.0-fee one ene ee ee 9 
IMRiZAN broqba vai chal Glolewesl o.ouacno comeoon nod ocd gaged a7 11 
Wisithas oy MagOsUelne jet tatttr eo cin S. R. Orson 12 


The Precious Offering 


Women Respond Quickly ..............--.--...+-- 16 
(Three; Peopleweeeen aeatcrraejlete tena: HENRIETTE LUND 25 
You Can Do Something About 

Obscenity veo wiioucterdoesee kees Oscar E. Feucur 28 


“Aging with a Future—Every 
Citizen’s Concern” 


ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS 2006.28. ose seas ali 
FEATURES 
15(6 (0) <A AAO Gk Sonnet o eouooog a0 oe 32, 
Nuidio=\asiale Aids) mem cer tere er ioteierett 33 
Widens YoU Worl dm sciseicaitiieereiet inte e erect 34 
Program Helpsay vest shine eer esis ee eee enone 35 
Glippings from Editor’s Mail ....................:- 39 
Who Reads Lutheran Women and Why? .......... 40 
DEVOTIONS 
A Lenten \itanyc. siaite ee oe hos eetoio ns se ein eee etka 3 
Meditation) eat perecne stress seroma Mrs. E. C. Pupas 36 
Prayer Concernsan. meen ccscurkoante niece Gaia arena 37 


Editorial Staff: 


Carol L. Widen, Editor, 3939 Pine Grove Avenue, Chicago 13, 
Illinois. 

Nona M. Diehl, Associate Editor, 
delphia 29, Pennsylvania. 


2900 Queen Lane, Phila- 


Editorial Committee: 


Josephine Darmstaetter and Nona M. Diehl, ULCA; Mrs. Aage 
Paulsen, AELC; Mrs. Soine Torma, Suomi Synod; Evelyn A. 
Stark and Carol L. Widen, Augustana Lutheran Church. 


SS 


Published monthly except in August, at 639 38th Street, Rock 
Island, Illinois, for the United Lutheran Church Women, the 
Augustana Lutheran Church Women, the Lutheran Guild of 
Suomi Synod, and Women’s Mission Society, AELC. Second- 
class postage paid at Rock Island, Illinois. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS and ADDRESS CHANGES: Send subscription 
orders and address changes to LUTHERAN WOMEN, 2900 Queen 
Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pennsylvania. Subscription rate: $1.25 
per year in advance, $3.25 for 3 years; combined subscription 
with The Foreign Missionary $1.75. Remit by check, draft or 
money order. Renew promptly. Expiration date is printed on 
address label. Give five weeks’ notice of address change with 
old as well as new addresses. 


Cover 

This| scene, which  cli- 
maxes the Lenten season, 
reminds us of Paul’s words: 
At the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow: of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth. 
For he became _ obedient 
unto death, even the death 
of the cross. 
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THIS MONTH 


A Philadelphia pastor, a 

Chinese national, and the 
Secretary-General of the 
United Nations are among 
this month’s contributors 
who offer us _ food _ for 
“Growth in Spiritual Life,’ 
the Churches’ emphasis this 
month. In “A Lenten Litany 
(page 3) and the picture- 
story ‘Sounds in Lent’ (p. 
4), we have excerpts from a 
program topic for women’s 
groups prepared for this 
month’s study by Pastor 
William O. Moyer of Holy 
Communion Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia. 
Louis Yen, a Chinese nation- 
al from Hong Kong sends 
the translation of a_ brief, 
penetrating Lenten medita- 
tion, ‘‘The Precious Offer- 
ing’ (p. 15), from his third 
book recently published in 
Hong Kong. ‘’What do we 
offer our Lord?’’ he asks. 
“Our used things, surplus 
money .. . or our firstfruits, 
new, things? <a... Dad 
Hammarskjold’s interpreta- 
tion of the United Nation’s 
Meditation Room, which 
Henriette Lund includes in 
her character sketches, 
“Three People’’ (p. 25) 
opens for us, too, “infinite 
lands of thought and pray- 
er’... . . Im “Lost Frontiers 
of the Argentine Jungle’’ 
p. 6) Mrs. Valborg de 
Knebel introduces us to the 
growing Women of _ the 
Church group of a Latin 
American congregation, and 
we note such similarities in 
cur work as the Thank Of- 
fering and _ Bible study, 
which emphasize anew the 
Christian’s oneness in King- 
dom work. 


By the denials in our lives day by day © 
of all the love for thee of which 


our lips tell: 


By all thy huge toil, working our re- 
! demption, and by the burden we 
lay upon thee now, being way- 
ward, foolish, full of sin: 


Sounds in Lent 
by William O. Moyer 


“The gospel of the cross is full of sounds. Once most of them were common-= 
place enough, all of them familiar to these folk who walk the Gospels’ pages. 
Across these centuries they keep coming to us, these sounds vibrant with signi- 
ficance, for those who have “ears to hear. . . .” 


‘Tet us close the door then on the clamor without and within, and tarry to- 
gether in earshot of the gospel, waiting all expectantly for the sounds God will 
surely send us out of silence.” 


The Clink of Coins 


When Judas, his betrayer, 
saw that he was condemned, 
he repented and brought back 
the thirty pieces of silver ta 
the chief priests and the el- 
ders, saying, “I have sinned 
in betraying innocent blood.” 
They said, “What is that to us? 
See to it yourself.” And throw- 
ing down the pieces of silver 
in the temple, he departed. 
and he went and hanged him- 
self. But the chief priests, tak- 
ing the pieces of silver, sata 
“It is not lawful to put them 
into the treasury, since they 
are blood money.” So they 
took counsel, and bought with 
them the potter’s field, to bury 
strangers in. Therefore tha. 
field has been called the Fielc 
of Blood to this day. Then wa: 
frlfilled what had been spoke 
by the prophet Jeremiah, say- 
ing, “And they took the thirt 
pieces of silver, the price o 
him on whom a price had bee 
set by some of the sons o 


“Tribute Money’’—V D issi 
SE Perry picture, an Dyke (Reproduced by permission Israel, and they gave them fo 


the potter’s field, as the Lor 
directed me.” (Matt. 27:3-10) 


* The text and pictures in this article are a iGng i 
the | pi part of the program topic “Seunds is 
Lent, which Dr. William O. Moyer, pastor of Holy Communion Lutheran Church, Phil. 
adelphia, Pennsylvania, wrote for this year’s Program Packet. Take this issue of Lu: 


THERAN WomeEN to your churchwomen’s meeting and use these pages as a visual aid ant 
for group participation. 
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Water in a Basin 


| Then he poured wa- 
| ter into a basin, and 
'} began to wash the dis- 
| ciples’ feet, and to 
4 wipe them with the 
Ji towel with which he 
was girded. 
| (John 13:5) 


che | “Christ Washing the Dis- 
j@iciples’ Feet’ (Reproduced by 
“permission of Review and 
if ARorald Publishing Associa- 
ion.) 


O God, our heavenly Father, I confess unto thee that 
I have grievously sinned against thee in many ways; 
not only by outward transgressions, but also by secret 
thoughts and desires which I cannot fully understand, 
but which are all known unto thee. I do earnestly re- 
pent, and am heartily sorry for these my offences, and 
I beseech thee of thy great goodness to have mercy upon 
me, and for the sake of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ our 
| Lord, to forgive my sins, and graciously to help my in- 
firmities. Amen. (Service Book and Hymnal, p. 251) 


nie Hymn in the Night 


And when they 
had sung a hymn, 
they went out to 
the Mount of Ol- 
wes. (Matt. 26:30) 


“The Last Supper’—Sall- 
man (Reproduced by per- 
mission Kriebel and Bates 
Publishers) 
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Women of the 
Church in _ Eldorado 
Misiones, Argentina, 
dedicate their Thank 
Offering. (Third from 
right is Mrs. Freder- 
ick Knebel, wife of 
Missionary Pastor 
Knebel. Small boy in 
left front is their son 
Sherwood. 


Lutheran Women’s Work in the 


Lost Frontier « 


ELporapo is situated on the Parana 
River about in the center of the prov- 
ince of Misiones in Argentina. In this 
colony there live about 48,000 people, 
made up of about 28 nationalities. 

Among all these people there are 8 
Christian denominations and sects 
working to raise the spiritual and 
moral standards. That the churches 
have been successful would be an over- 
statement. Regardless of what group it 
may be, the progress is slow and the 
few pastors who have united into a 
ministerial association are meeting fre- 
quently to discuss means and ways of a 
new approach. 

A Women of the Church organization 
was unknown in this colony when we 
arrived. I recall when my husband was 
a young minister in Canada and in the 
process of organizing a Women of the 
Church group, a neighboring pastor 
advised him to the contrary. “Such an 
auxiliary usually causes a lot of extra 
work and many sleepless nights with 
little accomplishment,” he said. But 
this has never been our experience, and 
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in our work here in the jungle the 
women’s group has proved the greatest 
of blessings. 

At first, however, all invitations to 
begin one did seem in vain. Finally 
after six months one woman came to 
see what we had in mind, and so my 
hushand painstakingly explained the 
function of such a group and what a 
blessing it could be in the congrega- 
tion. I served a lunch and chocolate 
cake with Nescafe. This seemed to 
arouse interest and the lady promised 
to bring her sister-in-law next time. 

A month later the two actually came 
and again very carefully the program 
was explained and another delightful 
lunch served. The following month 
six women arrived and the month after 
we counted ten. A beginning had been 
made, and for the next year we met at 
the parsonage. My husband translated 
simple hymns into the German lang- 
uage, and soon the enthusiasm of those 
attending our meetings spread and 
more and more arrived. 

When the group outgrew the parson~ 


Lutheran Women 


| age the church counsel helped build a 
} room under the church. This aroused 
} even more enthusiasm, and in a short 
time the women brought tables, chairs, 
} dishes, and other need articles, donat- 
| ing them to the group. Today we have 
a fine meeting place with ample room, 
a kitchen and dishes enough to serve 
) two hundred people at special pot luck 
(dinners and church festivals. 

_ We have a constitution, an executive 
(committee, special committees, and we 
follow the calendar of the synodical or- 
«ganization. Fifteen per cent of all of- 
ferings are sent to ULCW Headquarters 
while the rest is used for improving the 
local church. Daily Thank Offering 
itboxes are in every home and the daily 


kprayer calendar is used. The last Sun- 
ay in November is Women’s Thank 
Offering service, conducted entirely by 
ithe women. All the offering boxes are 
Hbrought along and placed on the altar 
kat a special time in the service. 

In the last two years the monthly 
meeting has been changed to a week- 
iy meeting and our group now counts 
“Vibirty-two members of which thirty 


a Pastor Frederick 
(irnebel participates 
“iii Thank Offering 


ie Argentine Jungle 


attend regularly without fail. The rea- 
son all do not attend is because some 
live faraway and have no means of 
transportation whatever. If one con- 
siders the high humidity, the extreme 
heat and the red dust and many other 
obstacles the women encounter here, 
one wonders at the enthusiasm of the 
women who do attend with such regu- 
larity. Of the thirty that attend regu- 
larly one old lady of seventy comes 
from km. 36, another one with -a 
hunchback and ruptured diaphragm 
comes from km. 24, another lady of 
eighty-six walks 7 km’s even carrying 
a sack of mandarines on her back as a 
gift to the parsonage family. Others the 
pastor picks up in his jeep, and so rain 


by Valborg de Knebel 


or shine we have never missed a week- 
ly meeting since we started. 

Once a year the women conduct a 
mission festival. To date we also have 
an altar guild who made all the para- 
ments and change them at the proper 
times. They also keep the altar sup- 
plied with fresh flowers and generally 
keep the church in perfect cleanliness. 
Recently the group surprised the pas- 


Mrs. Margaret Schmidt, president, 
Eldorado Women of the Church. 


tor with a beautiful rug runner for the 
aisle of the church to be used for wed- 
dings and other special services. A 
month ago they paid 5,000 pesos to the 
church council as their share for a 
brick fence in front of the church and 
parsonage. Now they are saving money 
for a small chapel on the cemetery, 
and after that they will help toward a 
steeple and cross on the church. 


Not only do our women follow the 
regular calendar of programs, but since 
they meet four times a month instead 
of the usual once a month they are far 
ahead of the regular program and so 
have studied the main liturgical serv- 
ice, its history, its meaning and how to 
properly respond. They have finished 
the stories of the Old Testament with 
a special study of the Book of Job and 
are now busy with the 164 Christian 
symbols. The latter are drawn and 
mimeographed by the pastor. After 
each symbol has been explained and 
its colors described, the women take 
them home and color them properly. 
When finished, the fifty pages will be 
bound in the same book as the 100 
hymns and religious songs which the 
pastor has composed or translated into 
German from the English or Spanish. 
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The books will be presented to each 
woman as a remembrance. 

All these hymns have been memor- 
ized for they are not only sung at the 
weekly women’s meetings but every 
Sunday night these same women to- 
gether with some of their husbands 
come to the singspiration service at 
which everyone present may choose 
his or her favorite hymn and the eve- 
ning is passed in singing and interces- 
sory prayers. 

An immediate concern of the wom- 
en’s group is that the pastor’s furlough 
is due next June and we will be re- 
turning to our home in Canada. They 
do not know just what will happen to 
the group when they are without a 
spiritual leader or a pastor who is in- 
terested in working them. However, 
they have faith and the president said 
at the last meeting: “Pastor, you have 
taught us how to pray and we have 
experienced the power of prayer in 
these last few years and know what 
true prayer can accomplish. We won’t 
let you down. We will carry on the 
best we know how and will pray God 
not to desert us at this important stage 
in our Christian growth.” 


About the Author 

Mrs. Valborg de Knebel is the 
wife of Rev. Frederick Knebel, 
missionary to Eldorado, Misiones, 
Argentina. 

Prefacing this story about the 
remarkable interest of their 
Women of the Church organiza- 
tion in Eldorado, Mrs. Knebel 
gives this interesting sidelight: 


“After thirty-five years’ effort, 
the past three are beginning to 


show results. Whatever caused 
this change, we do not know, but 
we thank God daily—as the 
members of the Women of the 
Church and many others join in 
an “Angelus” at nine o'clock 
every evening and pray for God’s 
continued blessing in the future.” 
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Escape 
| to 


THEY ARE SIMPLE, Chinese farmers— 
‘thirty-two men, women, and children 
gia worn cotton shirts and trousers. 
“their hands are calloused, the fingers 
coarsened by rough, manual labor. 
“They speak a graceless, ungrammati- 
eal, back-country dialect. But these 
thirty-two people, temporarily shel- 
ered in the Bamboo Garden housing 
xevelopment of the American-Protest- 
Jant-supported Chuk Yuen Christian 
‘enter in Kowloon, Hong Kong, have 
risked their lives for freedom—and for 
ope. 

The day before they had been farm- 

xers in Kwangtung Province, China, 
ear the strip of sea that separates the 
ainland from Hong Kong. But that 
might their leaders had managed to 
capture an abandoned junk. The 
thirty-two herded aboard it and 
eaded it in the direction of the island. 
When the sun came up they were sail- 
ting in Hong Kong waters. Promptly 
sighted by marine police, they were 
jtowed to shore, questioned, and re- 
i(eased. 


‘March 1961 


Hope 


| One of the newer programs made possible through the One Great 
| Hour of Sharing Appeal, March 12, in which all Lutherans participate 
| through their offerings to Lutheran World Action, is the refugee 
“self-help” program. This story from Hong Kong tells how our offer- 
ings recently aided thirty-two refugees from Communist China. 


At that moment they realized the 
full meaning of the word “refugee.” 
They were adrift in a strange city— 
friendless, homeless, hungry, and 
afraid. Uncertain what to do, or where 
to go, they clustered outside the en- 
trance to a pier at which ferry boats 
loaded and unloaded passengers. 


One of the ferry passengers that 
morning was the Rey. Elbert Gates, 
Hong Kong director for Church World 
Service. He was on his way to a meet- 
ing—but the head of a relief organi- 
zation develops a sixth sense for the 
presence of pressing need. He saw the 
group of frightened people, heard their 
story, and bought them tickets on the 
ferry to Kowloon. 


Hunger is another thing that a relief 
worker learns to recognize—-and when 
the boat docked, Mr. Gates shepherded 
the refugees to a restaurant, told them 
to order anything they wanted, and as 
much as they wanted. Their eyes shin- 
ing with gratitude, the refugees de- 
voured plate after plate of rice noodles, 
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mounds of cakes, and pot after pot of 
tea. 

Li Sing-siu, an articulate 33-year-old 
farmer who seemed the group’s natur- 
al spokesman, explained that it was 
more food than they had seen in years. 
And from that grew the story of their 
life on the mainland. 


Life in China Strict 

Soldiers of the People’s Party guard 
communal farms on the Chinese main- 
land, and life is strictly regulated by a 
series of clanging bells. A farmer’s day 
in the fields is twelve hours long—6 
a.M. to 6 P.m., with breaks at eight and 
noon for scanty, rigidly rationed meals 
of rice—only rice, no meat, no vegeta- 
bles, unless an exhausted family has 
been able to push itself to grow a tiny 
backyard garden in almost non-exis- 
tent spare time. 

After dinner at six the weary farm- 
ers must attend lectures and meetings. 
Children go to school during the day 
but in the evening tend cattle in the 
fields. After completing the sixth 
grade they assume a full schedule of 
farm work. There is no Sabbath in 
Red China—a work week is seven days 
long unless rain makes labor in the 
fields impossible. 


Refugee Self-Help Projects 

Protestant Christians of the United 
States believe that Hong Kong refu- 
gees must be given opportunity for re- 
habilitation. It is a staggering task, 
growing greater every day, but our 
churches are tackling it with deter- 
mination. The Lutheran World Feder- 
ation and Church World Service 
have set up a series of self-help 
projects which will train refugees in 
marketable skills. Free courses in tai- 
loring and porcelain painting have 
been opened by LWF under the voca- 
tional training rehabilitation program 
for Chinese refugees. Meals are pro- 
vided the students during working 
hours. 


Contagious Joy 

There is a contagious joy in a refu- 
gee’s face when—after months of un- 
employment—he receives his first, 
well-earned wages. And the profits of 
the new businesses are being used to 
expand the program to employ others 
who have eagerly applied for jobs, thus 
spreading in an ever-widening circle 
the compassionate assistance that gives 
the dignity of self-sufficiency to in- 
creasing numbers of the unfortunates 
of Hong Kong. 


Hong Kong Self-Support Program Advances 


Hong Kong—(NLC)—Progress was 
made in 1960 in several phases of the 
“self-support program” conducted here 
by the Department of World Service of 
the Lutheran World Federation. it was 
reported by Daniel Nelsson, supervisor 
of the project. 

The World Refugee Year effort 
“brought additional funds to us and all 
welfare organizations in Hong Kong to 
be used to help the poor and needy,” 
he said. “Schemes that we have been 
planning for can now materialize.” 

The family handicrafts industry has 
been “a tremendous success,” Mr. 
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Nelsson said. The Christmas season 
was busy, he reported, and “we hope 
for a Christmas rush the whole year 
around, as many families are depend- 
ing on this outlet for their products.” 

The March opening of Fanling Hos- 
pital, an LWF operated institution, 
has been “a dream come true,” Mr. 
Nelsson noted. He said a doctor li- 
censed to practice in British territories 
is still urgently needed. 


The supervisor expressed thanks for 
“the prayers and support” of the LWF/ 
WS Hong Kong projects. 


Lutheran Women 


“I believe I have found what I have been seeking!” said the Jewish 
lady who came to the Lutheran women’s prayer fellowship on the invi- 


tation of a lady she met on the bus. 


WHEN WE ARRIVED at the church for 
the afternoon German Advent Service, 
a young woman was standing at the 
door. As she had not been at the 


| church before, I greeted her and asked 
whether she had come to attend the 


service in the German language. 
“Yes,” she said with a shy smile. 
“Mrs. H. invited me. But—I do not 
know whether I will recognize her.” 
This seemed somewhat strange. When 
we walked into the hall where some 
of our regular attendants and I pre- 
pared the tables for our Coffee Hour, 
which unites us in fellowship after the 
service, the young woman began to tell 
her story to me. 
“You know,” she said, “this is the 
first time I am in a Lutheran Church. 
I came from Germany in 1937. My aged 
mother and I lived in New York. Mis- 
sionaries from a Baptist Mission to the 
Jews invited us into their groups and 
showed us hospitality and became our 
friends. I began to read the New Tes- 


_ This true story was told by a parish 
worker of the Board of American Mis- 


sions (ULCA). 
March 1961 


tament and to study it seriously. As 
daughter of a rabbi, I wanted to be 
sure about this new theological insight. 
Finally I accepted the Lord Jesus as 
my Saviour. I am a Christian.” 

After a pause she started telling a 
few more experiences. They were 
partly sad and rather stunning. “You 
know,” she said “I am very careful 
about new contacts even in churches! 
I have suffered more spiritually in this 
country of freedom than I suffered 
physically in Germany. This may sound 
unbelievable, but it is the truth. I nev- 
er thought that in the U.S.A. Jews 
would be rejected socially—even in 
Christian congregations!” 

To my amazement she told of her 
experience in a city where she had 
been sent on account of her health 
some years ago. She attended a Bible 
school because of her keen interest in 
the Bible. When she started worship- 
ing in the church, the minister told 
her: “Please do not attend our wor- 
ship services. I prefer to have separate 
services for the Jews.” In astonishment 
she asked how he could be a mission- 
ary to the Jews if he did not want them 
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to worship with the congregation. He 
explained, “Because, according to the 
Bible, the Jews have to keep separate 
from the non-Jews!” The daughter of 
the rabbi tried to explain the meaning 
of the Old Testament to the Christian 
minister but was not able to convince 
him. 

“And how did you find out about 
our German service?” I finally asked. 
“The Mrs. H. I mentioned and I met 
in a bus. I saw that she had difficulty 
explaining to the bus driver where she 
wanted to go. So I offered my help. 
We had five minutes to visit before she 
left. During these five minutes she 
found out how lonely I was in this city 
and she invited me to come to the 
service. Here I am! Now I wonder if 
I will recognize her, because we only 
met so briefly.” 


After the service I placed her at the 
table with her new friend. She was 
very happy in the fellowship. When 
Pastor Kohls and I took her home, we 
found out that she is a rather sick per- 
son, very lonely, and right now under 
welfare care, not permitted to work. 
She lives in a trailer camp. There was 
no complaint, no request for help, only 
complete submittance to God’s guid- 
ance and full trust in God’s care. 


The following Wednesday, previous 
to our Midweek Advent Service, she 
phoned and asked if we could pick her 
up. She wanted to attend the service 
at our church. Since I was meeting 
with our women’s prayer fellowship 
before the service, I took her along. 
She was immediately a part of our 
prayer group. Our ladies were deeply 
touched when she, in her prayer, 
thanked God for guiding her into this 
Christian fellowship. “Lord, my Fa- 
ther, I thank you for your guidance. 
I believe that I now have found what 
I have been seeking for so many years. 
And Lord, above all, I thank you that 
I know that thou, Lord Jesus, art the 
Christ.” 


Only five minutes in a bus—how 
meaningful they can be! 
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Visit 


by S. R. Olson 


ONE OF THE BEST WAYS of overcom- 
ing a feeling of insecurity among Jew- 
ish people is to make it a point to learn 
more about their faith and the way that 
they practice it. There are many fine 
books, written by Jew and Gentile, that 
are designed to help us with this prob- 
lem. While this is one good way to 
learn, there is another way that is even 
more interesting, and perhaps more ef- 
fective, and that is to make it a point to 
visit a synagogue yourself, and learn 
directly from the Jews. 


Three Synagogues 

In most cities where there is a con- 
centration of Jewish people you will 
find a synagogue. It may be one of 
three kinds: Orthodox, Conservative, 
or Reform; or there may be various 


Rev. S. R. Olson is one of the editors of 
The Friend of Zion, from which this 
article is reprinted with permission. 
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ttypes of religious Jews in the com- 
munity, each with its own synagogue. 


If it is possible, it would be desira- 
ble to visit first an Orthodox syna- 
gogue, where they endeavor to prac- 
tice the precepts of their fathers as 
best they can in this modern civiliza- 
tion. You would be welcome at one 
of the regular services of the syna- 


gogue. 


l1Head Covered 


Of course you would observe the 
rules and regulations concerning the 
covering of the head and being seated 
in the proper section. In an Orthodox 
|ssynagogue the head must be covered, 
jcand if needed, they will supply you 
ywith a Yarmulka (skull-cap.) You will 
falso find in a strict Orthodox syna- 
gogue that the men and women are 
‘sseated in separate sections. 
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Prayer Shawl 


One may observe the use of the 
prayer shawl, called tallit, during the 
synagogue service. There will also be 
those who use the phylacteries, called 
tefillin, during the morning services. 
These little leather boxes contain 
Scripture portions and are bound to 
the left arm and the forehead by means 
of leather straps. 


Two Pulpits 

Often you will find two pulpits in 
front of the sanctuary. One will be for 
the rabbi, where he reads the service 
and delivers the sermon, and the other 
for the cantor, where he sings the 
prayers. In Reform temples and Con- 
servative synagogues you will observe 
the use of a choir and an organ to as- 
sist with the hymns and chants, but 
the Orthodox tradition encourages the 
singing of beautiful melodies without 
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the accompaniment of an organ or 
piano, and without the assistance of a 
choir. 

The Holy Ark is the central shrine of 
the Jewish house of worship. The He- 
brew refers to this as the Aron Hako- 
desh. This is usually covered with a 
very ornate, decorated mantle rich in 
Hebrew symbolism. Inside the Ark is 
the Torah, or perhaps many copies of 
it. 


The Torah 


The Torah is the scroll containing 
the five books of Moses, It is written 
on parchment by hand, and it takes a 
scribe about three months to make one 
copy. If a mistake is made, he must 
rewrite the entire section, because 
there can be no erasure. The orna- 
ments on the Torah are those that 
were ascribed to the high priest in the 
Old Testament. There is the crown, 
the tinkling bells, the breastplate, and 
the richly embroidered mantle. There is 
also a pointer in the shape of a hand, 
which is called a yad, meaning fin- 
ger. This is used as they read the sec- 
tion of the Torah that is designated for 
each Sabbath service. 

On each side of the Ark is a mem- 
orah, a seven-branched candelabra, 
and often you will find the tablets of 
the Ten Commandments, with two 
words of each commandment written 
in Hebrew. 


In front of the commandments is the 
Ner Tamid, which burns at all times. 
We would call this the Eternal Light. 

There are many other things that 
you will observe as you visit a syna- 
gogue. The important thing is to go 
there with your eyes open to see all 
that you can. It may be that you would 
like to go through a synagogue with a 
group from your church, and the rabbi 
is glad to make such an appointment 
for you. On an occasion such as this 
you can ask questions that cannot be 
asked during a service. The rabbi is 
usually happy to give you as much 
time as you need to understand the 
symbolism of the synagogue. 

In order to win the Jews to the 
Christian faith, we must know them, 
and in order to know them, we must go 
to them and make inquiries. A visit 
to the synagogue is about the most na- 
tural way to enlarge your interest and 
knowledge about God’s Chosen Peo- 
ple, the Jews. So why not plan to visit 
the synagogue? 
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For helpful information and tracts on 
how to be a better neighbor and. friend 
to Jewish people, write to the Depart- 
ment for the Christian Approach to the 
Jewish People, Division of American 
Missions, National Lutheran Council, 
327 South LaSalle, Chicago, Ill. A new 
tract is “Salvation Is from the Jews.” 


ee 


Be a Good Friend and Neighbor First 


Minneapolis—(NLC)—Being a good friend and neighbor to Jewish people 
should concern a Christian more than converting them to Christianity, said 
the Rev. Philip A. Johnson, public relations director for the National Lu- 
theran Council at a conference on “The Church and Judaism.” He urged 
Christians to work against “discrimination and restrictions” which he said 
are being “applied to Jewish people in many areas of American life.” | 
Christians are ineffective in their approach to Jews because of “their 3 
ignorance of the character of Judaism, the superiority complex which they _ 
have demonstrated, their reliance on pious words rather than on sacrificial | 
deeds, and their assigning of responsibility to special missionaries,” Pastor 
Johnson said. He added that all parishes and church members shaved an 
obligation not to exclude anyone from their Christian influence. 
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The Precious Offering 


THE story of Jesus’ triumphal entry 


imto Jerusalem by riding on a colt was 


recorded in the four Gospels. But one 


‘thing mentioned by Mark and Luke 
‘called my attention. 


Jesus said to two of his disciples: 


‘“Go into the village opposite where on 
(entering you will find a colt tied, on 
‘which no one has ever yet sat.” 


A colt, the foal of an ass, may mean 


imeek, humble, or peace, as many 


}jpreachers might say. But another im- 


}portant element favored by our Lord 


‘and mentioned by himself was: 


ee On 


‘which no one has ever yet sat.” 


At the end of World War II, some 
American soldiers were eager to go to 


ithe Japanese palace and ride on the 
} white horse of Emperor Hirohito. They 


lithought it was a glory to be the first 


(one who could ride on the white horse 
(of the emperor. They considered it a 


— 


glory because the white horse was 


(once owned and ridden by the emperor. 


JI don’t know if they succeeded or not, 
|but even so, it was human vanity. Our 


‘iLord, the King of kings, would prefer 


|March 1961 


a colt “on which no one has ever yet 
Sates 

This made me recall another story, 
one that happened after the crucifixion 
of our Lord. Joseph of Arimathea took 
Jesus’ body and laid it in a sepulcher 
that was hewn in stone, “where no one 
had ever yet been laid.” 

Joseph’s love to our Lord was deep 
and sincere. He didn’t lay his Lord in 
a used tomb. He laid him in his own 
new tomb, which he had hewn out of 
the rock. 

He might have recalled that when 
Jesus entered Jerusalem, he rode a colt 
on which no one had ever yet sat. Now 
after his death, he must prefer a tomb 
where no one had ever yet been laid. 

Therefore, Joseph dedicated his own 
new tomb. How precious this gift was 
to our Lord! 

Sometimes we buy used things to 
save money, such as used cars, type- 
writers, cameras, or books. It might be 
wise to do so for ourselves, but when 
we send gifts to other people, used 
things might not show our great respect 
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and kindness, our true friendship, and 
real sacrifice. 

I do remember when I was young 
my rich brother-in-law used to give 
his old clothes to me and my younger 
brother. My younger brother was so 
haughty that he often refused to ac- 
cept them. “I would rather wear my 
rags than receive such used clothes,” 
he said. He didn’t appreciate the gifts 
from my brother-in-law, for he thought 
they were useful but not kind enough 
gifts. 

I don’t mean that we shouldn’t give 
away our used things to the needy and 
poor. Of course they are helpful and 
better than nothing. But we also have 
to learn to be more kind and sacrificial 
to God’s work. , 

What do we offer to our Lord? 

Our used things, surplus money, or 
leisure time? 

Do we feel that it is a waste when 
we offer our firstfruit, new things, and 
our best time? 


About the Author 

Mr. Louis Yen, a gifted writer 
who has won several prizes in li- 
terary contests, studied journal- 
ism at Syracuse University, Sy- 
racuse, New York, last year and 
is presently studying at the Oslo 
University, Oslo, Norway, before 
he returns to his home in Hong 
Kong. He is the son of a Luther- 
an pastor in the Honan Province 
of Central China and a graduate 
of the Lutheran Theological Sem- 
inary in Hong Kong. 

Devoting his gifts and life to 
producing Christian literature in 
Chinese, Mr. Yen has already 
translated fifteen books, many 
hymns and stories from English 
and Norwegian into Chinese, and 
contributed articles to religious 
magazines in Hong Kong. This 
article is a translation from his 
latest Chinese book, A Collection 
of Golden Apples. 


Women Respond 
QUICKLY 


News Release, NLC 


LUTHERAN MISSIONARIES in Nome, 
Alaska, have suddenly found them- 
selves in the middle of a worldwide 
layette distribution project. 


Only a few months ago, diapers and 
other clothing for newborn infants was 
scarce in Alaska. But today, the Nome 
mission is sharing an abundance of 
layettes with needy youngsters as far 
away as Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
and Jordan. 


The sudden reversal of the situation 
surprised everyone. The missionaries 
didn’t realize how quickly Lutheran . 
church women in the United States 
would respond to a call for help. 


Last fall, when the layette supply 
was low in Alaska, an appeal for assis- 
tance was placed in the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Messenger. By the next month 
packages of layettes started reaching 
Nome, and, by the end of the year, 
mission workers were wondering what 
to do with all the layettes. At that 
time they had over 600 packages, and 
they were still arriving. 


When the situation was described to 
officials of Lutheran World Relief, Inc., 
in New York, the Rev. Ove R. Nielsen, 
assistant LWR_ executive secretary, 
commented, “This is wonderful. We 


will gladly take any layettes they have 
to spare.” 


Plans were immediately started to 
crate and ship the extra baby clothing 
from Nome to places where “there is 
need for thousands of layettes.” Mr. 
Nielsen called the response by Luther- 
an church women to the Alaska appeal 
“a wonderful example of Christian 
concern” and urged them to continue 
their efforts to aid other countries. 
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Woman to Woman 


by Mary C. Wiegman 


lj do without for six weeks. 


| ea is it to keep a true Lent? 


“Is this a fast, to keep 
The larder lean and clean 
From fat and veals and sheep? 


“No: ’tis a fast to dole 
Thy sheaf of wheat and meat, 
Unto the hungry soul. 


“It is to fast from strife, 
From old debate and hate; 
To circumcise thy life. 


“To show a heart grief rent; 
To starve thy sin, not bin: 
And that’s to keep thy Lent.” 


ROBERT HERRICK (1591-1674) 


This poem was written many years 
-ago—but how appropriate to our pres- 
vent day! Many of us search around 
‘frantically to find something we can 
“give up” for Lent; something we like 
-yvery much but which we feel we could 
It isn’t the 
-food or even the habit that is impor- 


| fant. There are many other things in 


jour lives which the Lord would have 


| ritations, 
| thoughtlessness all stem from selfish- 


us abandon. 
As we follow Christ through his last 


7} few weeks on earth, we should become 


‘more conscious than ever of the one 
“major sin, from which most other sins 
;stem, within our world, our nation, our 
community, our Church, our family, 
‘and ourselves, and that is selfishness. 
“Not one of us can deny that it exists 
‘within us. Our gifts to the needy, the 
Church and its missions would be five 
‘times the amounts they are if it were 
‘not for selfishness. Our quarrels, ir- 
petty hatreds, anger, and 


‘ness. 
This Lent, for our personal self-de- 


}\nial, let us starve our selfishness. There 
j,are many ways to do this which will 


‘require a sacrifice of time, pride, diffi- 


‘dence, or routine. 
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Here are a few suggestions: 

1. Request the names of new mem- 
bers or prospects for your congrega- 
tion from the pastor. Decide on one or 
two with whom you want to get ac- 
quainted. And select someone you 
definitely do not know. If she attends 
church, try to locate her and chat with 
her after the service. Find out where 
she lives and follow the “chat” with a 
visit. Invite her to go to a meeting 
of your circle or the general meeting 
of ULCW with you. Introduce her to 
others and see that she is not left alone 
during the meeting or the social hour. 
Continue the friendship in all the ways 
which human society recognizes. 

2. Get the name of a shut-in mem- 
ber of the congregation whom you do 
not know. Make a friendly call on her. 
A couple days later, telephone her. 
Then within a week, repeat the call, 
bearing with you a magazine, a small 
plant, or a few cookies. If she is in a 
rest home and able to be out of bed, 
take her out for a short ride on a nice 
sunny day. If she is in a wheel chair, 
take her for a little airing around the 
premises. See that she gets bulletins 
and an account of church services dur- 
ing Lent. Make her feel you care about 
her as a Christian. 

3. On anice, bright spring day before 
Easter, drive to a home for the aged. 
(There must be one close to you, even 
if not Lutheran.) Just announce your- 
self as ready to take anyone who wants 
to go for a short ride into the country. 
Stop on the way home at a “drive- in” 
or drug store for a “treat.” They will 
love it, and you will feel good that you 
have put a little cheer into a drab life. 

So this Lent—shall we deny our- 
selves a few selfish hours and use them 
to be friendly and thoughtful? 
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Publication Pointers 


Devotional Reading 

Seven Words to the Cross by Robert 
F. Jones. An unusual approach. Au- 
thor considers seven sayings addressed 
to Jesus while on the cross. Price $1.50. 


We Call This Friday Good by 
Howard G. Hagerman. Meditations on 
the seven last words illustrated with 
seven sketches that attempt to make 
the hours on Calvary a contemporary 
reality. Price: $1.50. (See page 32 for 
review.) 


A Lutheran Prayer Book by John W. 
Doberstein. Devotional treasures, old 
and new, presented with a simplicity 
that will make this a family devotional 
book. Includes an adaptation of the 
Small Catechism and a table of Scrip- 
ture readings for each day. Price: $2.50. 


The Cross and Crises by Loyal E. 
Golf. A book of Lenten meditations 
that is concerned with demonstrating 
what the Cross of Christ can contribute 
to men and women confronting crosses. 
Price: paper, $1.75. 


Mission Study 


The Packet. Study packets on the 
themes “Into All the World Together” 
and “Heritage and Horizons in Home 
Missions” are still available at $2.50 
each. Besides the basic study book and 
guide are additional materials in plan- 
ning a stimulating study series. 


Every Tribe and Tongue. A good 
source of supplementary material on 
either the home or foreign theme, pre- 
pared by world church leaders. It will 
help to stretch your horizons. 


$1. 


Around the World with LWA. A 
new filmstrip depicting the many areas 
of work reached by Lutheran World Ac- 
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Price: 


by Ethel M. Dentzer 


tion. Very useful with the theme, “In- 
to All the World Together.” Price: $4 
from Lutheran World Action, 50 Madi- 
son Ave., NicY.-10, Nw Yo: Rental 
service charge only from your nearest 
LWA visual aid center or your synodi- 
cal film library. Consult your pastor. 


Promotion 


“ULCW, A Fellowship of Lutheran 
Women.” A new leaflet that gives at 
a glance the manifold interests of your 
auxiliary. Send it to a prospective 
new member. Free. 


Announcing 


United Lutheran Church Women: 
Their Heritage and History by Nona M. 
Diehl will be ready April 1. As ULCW, 
like its ancestors before it, plays the 
role of the “grain of wheat,” losing 
itself to find itself in the greater 
merged auxiliary, you will want a copy 
of the story this far for your bookshelf. 
Its author, Miss Diehl, who served 
many years of that story, gives the 
facts and the stories behind the facts 
in her usual clear style. Price: 90 cents. 


Order materials from Lutheran 
Church Supply Stores (formerly Unit- 
ed Lutheran Publication House), 2900 
Queen Lane, Philadelphia 29, or from 
Branch Store nearest your address. 
Make checks payable to Lutheran 
Church Supply Stores. Please include 
remittance with orders. For postage 
and handling on orders below $1, add 
10 per cent; $1 or more, 5 cents; on 
free leaflets: up to 10, 5 cents; 11-25, 
10 cents; 26-50, 25 cents; 51-100, 40 
cents, 


Lutheran Women 


Patricia Ann Youretz 


AT A RECENT MEETING of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the United Luther- 
Ean Church in America, a request of the 
(Department of World Missions Co-op- 
beration of the National Lutheran Coun- 
beil for educational missionaries in Tan- 
epeanyika was considered and two new 
fmissionaries were assigned to serve. 
They are JEAN MARIE WALZ and 
PATRICIA ANN YOURETZ. They 
ywill be supported by United Lutheran 
(Church Women. Details of their dates 
of duty will be decided later. 

Jean Marie Walz was born in Wil- 
Wiiamsport, Pennsylvania, the daughter 
wf Mrs. Ethel M. Collister, her father 
ow deceased. She is a member of St. 
atthew Evangelical Lutheran Church 
lin Williamsport and has served in 
many capacities within that congrega- 
Ition. She graduated from the high 
Yschool in Moscow, Pennsylvania, and 
}received her A.B. degree in history 
‘}and English from Lycoming College in 
Williamsport. She has done special 
tstudy in the American University in 
\Washington, D. C., in Bucknell Univer- 
sity of Lewisburg, Pa., and in Elmira 
‘ollege, Elmira, N. Y. 
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‘Two New Missionaries 


At present Miss Waltz is teaching in 
the high school of Troy, Pennsylvania. 
She has had experience in the Summer 
Service Program of the Board of High- 
er Education and is well qualified for 
this new appointment. 


Patricia Ann Youretz was born in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the daughter of 
Mrs. Delford Reetz, her father now de- 
ceased. She is a member of the Lu- 
theran Church of the Reformation in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She graduated 
from Juneau High School of Milwau- 
kee and received her B.S. degree in 
secondary education from the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. At present she is 
attending our Chicago Lutheran Semi- 
nary in Maywood, Illinois, and is a 
candidate for the M.A. degree. 

She has taught in the high schools of 
Wausau, Wisconsin, and Lorain, Ohio. 
Miss Youretz comes to this appoint- 
ment highly qualified. 

United Lutheran Church Women are 
grateful for these two young women 
who are responding to the call for ed- 
ucationists on our mission field in Tan- 
ganyika. 


Jean Waltz 


The Work of ULCV 


Education Committee 


HAVE YOU EVER WATCHED an archer prepare to shoot at a distant target? Have 
you noticed how he keeps his sight firmly on the bull’s-eye and strains with arms 
and shoulders to pull the bow and string far enough apart to give the greatest 
possible speed to the arrow? ; 

We, too, Lutheran women, have a target to aim for: planning and present- 
ing monthly programs which challenge our members to think and inspire them 
to act for Christ. As the archer strains his muscles, we education chairmen must 
open and apply our minds and stretch our imaginations with new ideas. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes once wrote: “A man’s mind stretched by a new 
idea can never go back to its original dimensions.” This stretching of our minds 
is one of the pleasant results of attending a summer conference or denominational 
workshop. After study under trained leaders, discussions with other conse- 
crated church workers, participation in buzz groups or role playing, conversa- 
tions with missionaries and nationals of other lands, and previews of the newest 
audio-visuals, one returns home inspired, enthusiastic, truly a different person! 

So—eye on the education target! Write now to synodical or denominational 
headquarters for information on coming workshops and conferences. Give a 
scholarship or plan to take a carload! The schedule for interdenominationai 
summer conferences on World Missions is now available from Rev. William C. . 
Walzer, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. A complete listing will appear 
in next month’s issue of LUTHERAN WOMEN. 


Christian Service Committee 


UniTep LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN visiting a state hospital were amazed that 
their monthly contact resulted in evangelism. 

The aging, sick, and lonely looked with much anticipation to the third Wed- 
nesday of each month when games, music, home-baked cakes, and beverages 
were provided by Lutheran church visitors. Religious services as such were not 
to be a part of the program. Deeds at times, however, convey what the word 
cannot say—that the purpose of the visit was prompted by Christ’s concern for 
people. 

One of the patients was impressed by the generosity, thoughtfulness, and 
friendly spirit of the hostess group as they mingled with the sixty-five patients 
in the assigned ward. This impression grew into a conviction which led to her 
attendance at the pastor’s class and ultimately to her affiliation with the con- 
gregation. This new member is active in ULCW and in turn shares in the many 
helpful activities which the organization sponsors. 

This particular instance is one of the tangible evidences that doors of oppor- 
tunity may be opened through service in Christ’s name. 

Christian Service is many things. It cannot be measured by material things 
alone. It might be the bed jacket for our friend in the rest home, or it might 
be the time we spent visiting with her. It might be the refreshments we serve 
the youth of our church, or it might be time spent preparing a lesson to teach. 
It might be the hours we spend at the church working on a project, or it might 
be the hours we spend teaching our families the love of Christ. It might be the 
box of clothing sent overseas through Lutheran World Action, or it might be 
the hours spent praying for our missionaries and their work. 
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Lutheran Women 


hrough Committees 


Membership Committee 


To HAVE a smoothly running automobile, we must have regular times for a 
tuneup. To have a smoothly running body, home, or church, we need to have 
regular checkups. When the doctor checks our blood pressure to see if it is too 
high or too low or normal, the results guide our future actions. This is a good 
time of the year to diagnose our organizations. 

Is there a spirit of fellowship among the members, a sense that these are 
women of dedication and purpose? How about the business session—too low 
pressure or high pressure or normal? 

A blood test is important. Are we anemic and operate below par? Perhaps 
the doctor will prescribe a vitamin, iron, or even a blood transfusion. Trans- 
lated into terms of ULCW that could be the vitamin of more Bible study, prayer 
and meditation and the injection of leadership training, for in spite of our busy 
lives we need to set aside time for renewed energy to learn and to do His will. 

How are our reflexes? Doctors often detect signs of illness long before they 
make their appearance by testing reflexes. Are we slow to respond or do we 
react quickly to need? The reflexes of our organizations are tested by our 
willingness to share the gospel, by our desire to make newcomers feel welcome, 
and by our eagerness to share time, tithe, and talent. 


* Address: 5264 Brookville Road, Indianapolis 19, Indiana. 


Offerings Committee 


“Into ALL THE WorLD TOGETHER,” the mission study theme for the year, ef- 
fectively presents the use of much of our Thank Offering. Our prayers and our 
offerings go into all the world. 

Since many organizations receive the quarterly Thank Offering at circle 
meetings, the following suggestions may help in making this ingathering more 
meaningful: 

1. Consult with the program leader and plan with her for the most ap- 
propriate time to receive both the regular offering and Thank Offering. This 
will provide a more orderly way for the offering to become worship experiences 
and not “collections.” 

2. Plan a visual center to be moved in or unveiled at the proper time. 
Make an enlarged Thank Offering box, and place a candle on one side and a cross 
on the other. Then, as appropriate music is being played, ask the women to 
walk to the center and place their Thank Offerings in the large box. Special 
prayers should be offered, especially for the work described in the program for 
the month. 

3. Many ideas for planning a visual center can be found in the material 
issued by Wright Studios* on the mission study themes. 

4. Use the brief service for Quarterly Thank Offering that is suggested on 
page 23 of “Workers Together with God” (Lutheran Church Supply Stores, or 
branch store nearest you, 50 cents). 

With prayerful preparation and a little ingenuity, an atmosphere of wor- 
ship can be provided for receiving and dedicating Thank Offering to its intended 


i use. 
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Executive Notebook 


by Josephine Darmstoetter 


Impressions of Fields 


Tue EXECUTIVE SECRETARY returned on December 23 from a Study Conference 
in Japan and visits to Malaya, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Hawaii. A first report 
of the Study Conference in Japan appeared in the February issue. Readers will 
appreciate the impressions given in this later letter. 


DEAR FRIENDS, 


In the few weeks which have elapsed since I last wrote to you from Japan, 
I have traveled fast and have seen many fascinating things. In Japan I had six 
hours of luxury on a deluxe train. The comfortable reclining seats had radio 
earphones for the passengers’ individual enjoyment. The aisles were carpeted 
and an attendant cleaned them at intervals with a vacuum cleaner. Lunch was 
ordered in advance from an immaculate waitress who later called each person 
to the dining car according to a prearranged schedule. “Lunch” was a full course 
steak dinner at the fabulous price of $1.50 (U.S.). And then in contrast I slept 
for one night on the upper “shelf” of a second-class compartment on a Japanese 
train. Six of us were arranged three deep in this compartment. I have ridden 
also in compact cars of every description and in buses, Belford vans, and planes 
of varying kinds. I have not yet had a ride in a pedicab, trishaw, bicycle rick- 
shaw as this vehicle is named in Taiwan, Malaya, and Hong Kong respectively. 

Housing has varied also. In several lovely Japanese-style hotels, I slept on 
a mattress on the floor (tatame mats); sat in front of a low dressing table, bathed 
in a deep Japanese tub. Then there were comfortable missionary residences, 
local guest houses, semi-Western and modern Western hotels. 

Mealtime has been a real adventure. Japanese meals were served on so many 
individual dishes that it was hard to know where your plates ended and your 
neighbor’s started. I did not dislike any of the Japanese food (even the raw fish 
was not bad) but I found many of the dishes rather bland in taste. However, 
sukiyaki and tempura are really on my list of favorites. Chinese food is de- 
licious. I have been fortunate to sample both restaurant and home cooking. I 
will probably be trying some new dishes when I get in my own kitchen. 


The most interesting experiences, however, have been found in meeting the 
people and learning to know something of the way they live, what they are think- 
ing, and how they are being reached with the Christian gospel. 


Women’s Meetings 


In Japan the meetings with the women’s groups in various areas afforded 
opportunity to observe the kind of program followed by the congregational and 
district organizations. The emphasis in the programs is on Bible study, which is 
usually directed and led by the pastor. The women conduct the business meet- 
ing and lead in the worship part of the program. A brief guide for the meetings 
is distributed from the national organization. This gives suggestions in outline 
form for the Bible study. At the convention of the women’s organization in 
October, 1960, action was taken to adopt as a project raising funds for an old 
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folks’ home. Many of the problems which women’s groups of North America face 
are also present in Japan but on a more exaggerated scale in a land where only 
half of one per cent of the people are Christian. Excuses frequently given for 
not attending the women’s meetings are “I am too busy”; “My family demands 


all of my time”; “I work all day and have household duties at nights kins 
sounds familiar, doesn’t it? 


Inter-Lutheran Experiences 


Meeting the missionaries of Augustana Lutheran Church and other Lu- 
theran bodies as well as those of the ULCA was most interesting. These work- 
ers are a consecrated group of people eager to do the task to which they have 
been called but frequently finding obstacles in the way. Both missionaries and 
national leaders need the help we can give them through our prayers. 

In Taiwan I had my first glimpse of rural medical work. I later saw similar 
work in Malaya. In both lands medical vans take a ministry of healing to peo- 
ple far removed from hospitals and doctors. Missionary nurses and doctors 
are serving these people from improvised clinics. It is good to know that in Ma- 
laya two well-equipped medical vans will soon be completed which will pro- 
vide a sanitary clinic on wheels. ULCW budgeted funds will make this possible. 

In Hong Kong and again in Malaya visits to many homes showed the need 
of a threefold ministry—preaching, teaching, and healing. The Church is meet- 
ing these needs through the development of preaching points; through several 
schools and literary classes; and through a program of social welfare and self- 
help projects. More detailed information on these will have to come at a later 
date. Basically human needs are much the same all over the world but the 
methods of meeting these needs vary. Herein lies the real task of the mission- 
ary. 

Sincerely, 
JOSEPHINE I. DARMSTAETTER 


Concerning the Triennial Convention 


Delegates and visitors to the Trien- 
nial Convention in Chicago, September 
9-13, will be provided a special oppor- 
tunity for a real spiritual experience. 
Just as Paul was concerned about the 
“steadfast in faith’ of the Colossians, 
so must we be concerned about the 
“steadfast in faith” of all those in our 
own generation as well as of ourselves 
as individuals. 

Each day of the convention will start 
with a class on the study of Paul’s let- 
} ter to the Christians at Colossae. The 
} leader will be Dr. Emily Werner, a 
member of the faculty of the Biblical 


64 Seminary in New York. On the open- 


| ing day Dr. Werner will present the 


. -|entire study as she has outlined it. 
|} Later, delegates will be assigned to 
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small groups, where a more intensive 
study and discussion will take place. 
These groups will be led by mission- 
aries or other ULCW members. 

This is an innovation in our conven- 
tion program and delegates are expect- 
ed to study before coming. Become 
familiar with the Book cf Colossians, 
and do some research study through 
various commentaries and available 
study books. 

If members of the convention come 
to the classes with previous prepara- 
tion, the study can be an inspiration 
for day-to-day Christian living, as well 
as a spiritual experience that will aid 
them in the joy of serving Christ and 
his Church. 
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Mrs. Kishi Honored 


Mrs. Chitose Kishi, recent president 
of the Women’s Association of the Lu- 
theran Church in Japan, and wife of 
Dr. Kishi, president of the Church and 
of the Theological Seminary, was one 
of three women sent by the Women’s 
Commission of the National Christian 
Council of Japan to Hong Kong for 
the Prayer Fellowship held to com- 
memorate the 75th anniversary of the 
World Day of Prayer. The two other 
women attending the February ob- 
servance were Mrs. Akiyoshi of the 
Episcopal Church and Miss Sasaki of 
the Kyodan, the United Church of Ja- 
pan. The women expected to visit 
Christians in Taiwan enroute home to 
Japan. 


Departures and Arrivals of Missionaries 


Leaving in January after furlough 
were Helene Harder to Japan; Mrs. E. 
G. Wood to Kodaikanal, India; Myrtle 
Onsrud, India; Elsie Otto, Liberia. 
Myrtle Wilke returned to Argentina in 
February. 


Mrs. Miriam TT. Miller arrived for 
furlough from Liberia in December. 
Arriving also from Liberia in late De- 
cember were Frances Brouse, for a 
short vacation, and Ruth Slifer, who 
completed a short term in the school 
for Missionaries’ Children there. Due 
this month for a short vacation from 
Liberia is Lilliana Bartolomei. Annie 
Powlas will return from Japan in 
this month for retirement. 


Miss Kadowaki Returns to Japan 


Having completed her work for a 
Master’s degree in Religious Education 
at the Biblical Seminary in New York, 
Miss Seiko Kadowaki returned to Ja- 
pan in December. She will serve the 
Japan Lutheran Church in the field of 
Religious Education. 


Birthdays of Missionaries 
March-April 
(Add these to your prayer calendar.) 
Nickel, Alice J. (ret.) 
Borthwick, Mary A. (ret.) ...March 5 


Schwab, Lilith (ret.) .2.....- March 5 
DietzAlice ies oasee oer March 16 
Bacons BsthersHiets reste March 19 
Miller, Margaret ........... March 23 
Brotise shrances Aw eee March 28 
Shirky Helen Misia = xcs rione April 1 
Akard, Martha B. (ret.) April 17 
Miller. (Marjories .s2- ose ee April 26 


Nilsson, Dr. Betty A. (ret.) ..April 27 


Obituary 

On December 9, 1960, death came to 
Miss Laura Gilliland in Washington, 
D. C., where she had been working for 
the past five years at the House of 
Mercy. 

Miss Gilliland, born in Oak Hill, 
Pennsylvania, was consecrated as a 
deaconess in 1912 at the Deaconess 
Training School in. Baltimore, Mary- 
land. 

In 1914 Miss Gilliland began mis- 
sionary service at the Emma V. Day 
School for Girls in Liberia. She later 
served in Phoebe Hospital in that same 
country. She resigned from missionary 
service in 1939. 


Thank Offering Thought 


For thy life here on earth and for the Christian teachings and principles 


thou hast given us, 


O Lord Jesus, we give thee thanks. 

For thy sufferings and cruel death upon the cross, 
O Lord Jesus, we humbly beg forgiveness. 

For thy victorious resurrection and the glorious promise of eternal life, 
O Lord Jesus, we praise and adore thee. 
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Mrs. Frep C. WirqMan 


Lutheran Women 


As unofficial observer at the United Nations for the Di- 
vision of Public Relations of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil, Miss Henriette Lund investigates areas of mutual con- 
cern for the Church and UN. Through these short sketches 
of three people at the UN we learn how women can help 
to create a family of nations under God. 


‘Lhree P eople 


THREE PEOPLE from three parts of the 
world were among the many thousands 
who passed through the doors of the 
United Nations Headquarters in the 
eourse of a day recently. Because of 
these three people, and others like 
them, there is a promise of a better 
world for us to live in. One was a 
large, dark-skinned woman _ from 
Cleveland; another a “wiry, hungry- 
looking little man” (as the journalist 
described him) from Capetown; the 
third, a self-effacing statesman from 
Stockholm. 

* * * 

Zelda Watson George met with a 
gathering of the United Church Wom- 
en. “I am not a Negro delegate to the 
United Nations,” she said, on being in- 
troduced. “I am a delegate who is a 
Negro and happy to be one.” Mrs. 
George had been on a good-will tour 
for the Department of State, was the 
President’s advisor at the White House 
Conference on Children and Youth, and 
is a singer with an interest in Negro 
spirituals. 

“We must love to help them,” she 
said, in appealing to the churchwomen 
for their support in the world’s work. 
She asked that we communicate to our 
groups the importance of working with 
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people as persons. She herself had 
gone to each of the sixteen new na- 
tions’ leaders in the UN, as one person 
to another, to offer friendly interest 
and understanding. Impressionable, in- 
telligent young men and women, the 
Africans were inexperienced in inter- 
national affairs and not accustomed to 
self-determination or to being consid- 
ered as individuals in their own rights. 
They were inclined to abstain from 
voting in General Assembly proceed- 
ings, even to voting on adjournment! 
They laughed easily, as when the 
Americans could not locate the new 
nations on the map and had not even 
heard of some of the names of their 
countries: Chad, Mali, Gabon, Dahom- 
ey. 

“We have much to do in our own 
land to wipe out hatreds,” Mrs. George 
reflected, in telling about the experi- 
ence of these young Africans, who had 
been advised on their arrival in the 
United States to wear native costumes 
to avoid the unpleasantries and diffi- 
culties involved in being identified as 
American Negroes! 

“There is an old saying in our fam- 
ily,” she went on. “ ‘Morning comes 
when I awake.’ Africans and other 
underdeveloped peoples are awakening. 
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The question is, Are we awake? It may 
be later in the evening for some of us 
in the world. We might even be caught 
taking an afternoon siesta. Too many 
of us are depending on tranquilizers, 
when it is arouser drugs that we may 
need. Anyone who feels at ease in the 
world today is a fool.” 

At this meeting of the United Church 
Women it was agreed that the women 
of the church can help to create “a 
family of nations under God” by build- 
ing understanding and support for hu- 
man needs, beginning with social ac- 
tion groups on the congregational level. 
‘Both as Christians and as citizens of 
a democracy our duty is to find and 
support practical problems of action 
toward peace and justice. ... We, the 
people of the United States, owe it to 
ourselves to grasp the opportunity— 
perhaps the last we shall be accorded 
in foreseeable history. ... to help lead 
mankind toward a universal dominion 


of justice and peace.” 
* * * 


The second person was Alan Paton. 
“To describe Alan Paton,” said a news- 
paper columnist, “is as futile as trying 
to describe St. Paul’s Cathedral!” He is 
the man who, when he directed a re- 
formatory, “pulled up barbed wire 
fences and planted geraniums.” He had 
once been traveling in Scandinavia and 
had seen the progressive work going on 
there, “when the creative energy that 
had damned up in me broke.” Then he 
began writing and gave the world one 
of the great novels of the age, Cry the 
Beloved Country. 

He has just gone back to South Af- 
rica to attend the World Council of 
Churches’ conference—which is headed 
by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry—to consider 
the churches’ responsibility toward hu- 
man oppression. “It is not easy for a 
White South African,” declared Alan 
Paton, “who has grown up with a love 
of his country and a respect for de- 
mocracy, to welcome the existence of 
pressure from outside on his country. 
But what alternatives have the Nation- 
alists left us?” 
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“The greatest help you can give the 
oppressed people of the world,” he 
pled earnestly as he traveled about 
our country and saw its injustices, “is 
to have no oppressed people in your 
own land. What happens in Arkansas 
or Louisiana affects the downtrodden 
millions in the farthest part of the 
earth.” 

In speaking of the sad racial prob- 
lem in his own country, the Union of 
South Africa, in a New York Times 
magazine article, he said: “There is one 
hope, and one hope only, for the fu- 
ture of the white people and that is to 
come to some kind of terms with the 
other thirteen millions; to negotiate, 
to discuss, to increase, not to decrease 
representation; to open doors, to un- 
load the guns; to stop these stupidities 
like not shaking hands (there is a pub- 
lic edict that white officials must not 
shake hands with African teachers, but 
must bow to each other or clasp their 
own hands to each other, or do some- 
thing equally absurd); to renounce the 
evil laws that result in violence and 
death; to forswear apartheid. ... Of 
authorities, it is the UN that may need 
to come to our aid, and to give support 
to those who are concerned with build- 
ing a nation and not with racial ha- 
tred.” 


* * * 


The statesman was Dag Hammer- 
skjold, Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. When the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra played Beethoven’s Ninth Sym- 
phony, in the assembly hall on United 
Nations Day, he compared the theme 
of the symphony to that of the UN: 

“No matter how deep the shadows 
may be, how sharp the conflicts, how 
tense the mistrust reflected in what is 
said and done in our world of today as 
reflected in this hall and in this house, 
we are not permitted to forget that we 
have too much in common, too great 
a sharing of interests and too much 
that we might lose together, for our- 
selves and for succeeding generations, 
ever to weaken in our efforts to sur- 
mount the difficulties and to turn 
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the simple human values, which are 
our common heritage, into the firm 
foundation on which we may unite our 
strength and live together in peace.” 

An inspiring contrast to the confu- 
sion of thousands of people rushing to 
and fro, up and down, in the UN build- 
ing is the United Nations Meditation 
Room, “A Room of Quiet.” Of this 
Dag Hammerskjold, once secretary of 
the Student Christian Movement in his 
native Sweden, says: 


“We all have within us a center of still- 
ness surrounded by silence. 


“This house, dedicated to work and de- 

bate in the service of peace, should 
have one room dedicated to silence in 
the outward sense and stillness in the 
inner sense. 


“It has been the aim to create in this 
small room a place where the doors 
may be open to the infinite lands of 
thought and prayer. zy 


“People of many faiths will meet here, 
and for that reason none of the sym- 
bols to which we are accustomed in 
our meditation could be used. 


“However, there are simple things which 
speak to us all with the same language. 
We have sought for such things and we 
believe that we have found them in the 
shaft of light striking the shimmering 
surface of solid rock. 


“So, in the middle of the room we see a 

symbol of how, daily, the light of the 
skies gives life to the earth on which 
we stand, a symbol to many of us of 
how the light of the spirit gives life to 
matter. 


“But the stone in the middle of the room 
has more to tell us. We may see it as 
an altar, empty not because there is no 
God, not because it is an altar to an 
unknown god, but because it is dedi- 
cated to the God whom man worships 
under many names and in many forms. 


“The stone in the middle of the room 
reminds us also of the firm and per- 
manent in a world of movement and 
change. The block of iron ore has the 
weight and solidity of the everlasting. 
It is a reminder of that cornerstone of 
endurance and faith on which all hu- 
man endeavor must be based. 
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UN Meditation Room. Fresco painting by Swed- 
ish artist Bo Beskow. Photo United Nations. 


“The material of the stone leads our 
thoughts to the necessity for choice be- 
tween destruction and construction, be- 
tween war and peace. Of iron man has 
forged his swords, of iron he has also 
made his ploughshares. Of iron he has 
constructed tanks, but of iron he has 
likewise built homes for man. The 
block of iron ore is part of the wealth 
we have inherited on this earth of ours. 
How are we to use it? 


“The shaft of light strikes the stone in 
a room of utter simplicity. There are 
no other symbols, there is nothing to 
distract our attention or to break in on 
the stillness within ourselves. When 
our eyes travel from these symbols to 
the front wall, they meet a simple pat- 
tern opening up the room to the har- 
mony, freedom and balance of space. 


“There is an ancient saying that the 
sense of a vessel is not in its shell but 
in the void. So it is with this room. It 
is for those who come here to fill the 
void with what they find in their center 
of stillness.” 
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by Oscar E. Feucht 


Pornographic literature is 
a growing threat 

to American morals 

Can the Church sit idly by? 
This writer says “no” 

and tells 


whet you can do about it 


page through the latest magazines and 
comic books. What the father found in 
this particular magazine horrified him. 
With the issue came a short note con- 
taining this plea: 

“Can’t our Church do something 
about this?” 

There are many such worried par- 
ents who feel helpless before the men- 
ace of pornographic literature. They 
recognize in it a growing threat to 
American morals which can damage 
beyond repair the minds of some young 
people. 

The Church cannot sit idly by while 
such forces of immorality are tearing 
down what the Christian home and 
church are trying to build up. 

Pornography presents a caricature 
and perversion of sex. Its whole tone 
and spirit is salacious; it parades illicit 
sex in story and picture and glamor- 
izes immorality. Because obscene liter- 
ature disregards divine law and the ac- 
cepted social code, it undermines the 
moral and social health of the com- 
munity. It mars the wholesome regard 
for persons of the other sex and the 
Christian approach to love and mar- 
riage. .. 

Caution should be exercised, how- 
ever, lest we condemn all books or art 
dealing with sex with a pseudo-bibli- 


You Can Do Something 
About Obscenity 


A WORRIED FATHER recently sent the 
Family Life Committee of his church 
a magazine filled with lewd pictures 
and off-color jokes. He had purchased 
it at a neighborhood store where young 
people of the community gather and 


From The Lutheran Witness, July 26, 1960 
28 


cal puritanism on the one hand, or be- 
come callous and insensitive to the ob- 
scene and offensive on the other. Inju- 
dicious action can lead to hysteria 
campaigns which frequently do more 
harm than good. 


. Reprinted with permission. 
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} Alert to the Danger 


Many parents are unaware that the 
danger exists. Agents of such litera- 
ture carry on their work furtively. 
They use every trick and subterfuge 
to get it into the hands of children and 
youth. They prey on the normal desire 
of young people for sex knowledge, on 
their morbid curiosity and sensual lust. 

Children will also keep such mater- 
ial under cover. Sensitive parents hes- 
itate to talk about it. When they dis- 
cover that their children have been 
“taken in” by peddlers of smut, many 
parents are so emotionally upset that 
they hardly know what to say or do. 
For this reason adults must be well in- 
formed. 

To expose this underground in filth 
and, at the same time, to help clean it 

up, get copies of “The Church Looks 
at Immorality in Print and on the 
'Screen.”* Pass it on to neighbors and 
other parents. Inform yourself through 
articles that have appeared in the Lu- 
theran Witness, American Lutheran, 
Christian Parent, This Day, Reader’s 
Digest, etc. 


‘What You Can Do 


The first line of action against offen- 
‘sive printed materials starts with you. 
| Here is what you can do: 

1. If such literature comes to your 
‘home through the mails, take it at 
‘once, together with the envelope in 
‘which it came, to your local post- 
‘master, or mail it to him with your 
4, complaint. 

2. If you have seen such obscene 
) literature for sale in your town, talk 
‘to the dealer. Ask him if he knows the 
}inature of it and what it can do to the 
youth of the community. If the ob- 
Hise une, material is not removed in 


If the dealer does remove the 
I oveene items, a letter to the paper 


per 100 


“}\ March 1961 


VY 


commending the dealer will help the 
cause. 

3. Associate yourself with a decent- 
literature council in your community— 
or help establish one. Many responsi- 
ble citizens will be interested—news- 
paper editors and columnists, teachers, 
church leaders, parents, ofiicere of the 
PTA, leaders of boys’ and girls’ clubs, 
and other public-spirited persons. This 
group can appear before the city coun- 
cil or the mayor to lodge a protest and 
offer constructive help. 

4. Read and study the ordinances of 
your state concerning obscene litera- 
ture. Support local and state legisla- 
tion. Get legal advice and help. Judges 
report that the offenders go to consid- 
erable expense to hire legal help while 
often the “righteous citizenry” is not 
even represented at hearings or trials. 

5. As a member of a church group, 
parent-teacher league, couples’ club, 
women’s or men’s society, you can 
bring this matter to the attention of 
fellow members. Elect a committee to 
work with others in the congregation 
under the leadership of the pastor in 
combating this menace. 

6. See to it that your home and 
your church inculcate a Christian sense 
of values in the children and youth of 
the congregation with a planned pro- 
gram of Christian family life education. 
A new tract, “A Christian View of 
Sex,”+ by Prof. Harry G. Coiner, chair- 
man of the Family Life Committee, 
should be read by every father, moth- 
er, and teen-ager. In co-operation with 
other parents you can encourage your 
congregation’s board for parish educa- 
tion to introduce a program of Chris- 
tian sex education for the upper 
grades and confirmation classes. 

Those experienced in dealing with 
this problem warn against giving por- 
nographic literature undue publicity, 
which invariably attracts more atten- 

Continued on page 31 


gE Order Paes Board of Parish Education, 210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2. Mo. Price: $4.00 


).+ Order from Concordia Tract Mission, Box 201, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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“Aging with a Future... 
EVERY CITIZEN’S CONCERN” 


by Frances Dysinger 


“AGING WITH a Future—Every Citi- 
zen’s Concern,” was the theme of the 
White House Conference on Aging 
which met in the Nation’s Capitol 
January 9-12. More than three thou- 
sand delegates from the fifty-three 
states and territories with personal in- 
vitations from the President convened 
under a law passed by the Congress, 
which provided that the Conference 
should be a meeting not dominated 
from the top down but from the grass 
roots up. 

“This law provides that the States 
shall make recommendations which 
recommendations will form the basis of 
the studies undertaken at the Confer- 
ence.” 

In addition to the voting delegates 
representing every state, the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Vir- 
gin Islands, there were voting dele- 
gates representing approximately three 
hundred national voluntary organiza- 
tions—secular and religious. 


The Concerns 


The subject matter to be considered 
at the Conference covered an inclusive 
range of the problems of aging—they 
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were: Population Trends and Social 
and Economic Implications; Income 
Maintenance; Impact of Inflation on 
Retired Citizens; Employment Security 
and Retirement; Health and Medical 
Care; Rehabilitation; Social Services; 
Family Life, Family Relationships, and 
Friends; Housing; Education; Role and 
Training of Professional Personnel; 
Free Time Activities: Recreation, Vol- 
untary Services, Citizen Participation; 
Religion; Research in Gerontology: 
Biological, Medical, Psychological and 
Social Sciences; Local Community Or- 
ganization; State Organization; Nation- 
al Voluntary Services and Service Or- 
ganizations; Federal Organizations and 
Programs. 


Mechanics 


Each delegate was assigned to a spe- 
cific section (about 200 persons) and 
work group (20-30 persons) in which 
the groundwork of the Conference was 
done. For two days these groups 
wrestled with the assigned problem, 
working out in that time policy state- 
ments and recommendations which 
were presented in the Plenary Ses- 
sions. This material will be distributed 
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for their information and guidance to 
the Congress of the United States and 
to state and local government agencies 
concerned with the aging and their 
problems and to religious, civic, fra- 
ternal, and professional groups who 
are interested in this segment of the 
population. 


Among the many “extras” was a 
luncheon attended by the Lutherans 
who were delegates—some represent- 
ing their states, Lutheran Welfare 
agencies, church boards and auxiliar- 
ies. They were from The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, The Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church, and The United 
Lutheran Church. 


The responsibility for the Confer- 
ence was under the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare. Secre- 
tary Fleming presided at the opening 
and plenary session. In his summary 

_remarks he reflected the spirit of the 
Conference, which was one of great 
awareness of the problems and a de- 
termination for sound action in trying 
to find the solutions. 


With great conviction the Secretary 
quoted from the policy statement of the 
section on Religion as giving the mo- 
tive and basis for our concerns and 
actions. 


“The meaning of life is to be found 
solely in man’s relationship to God. It 
is this relationship which gives mean- 
ing to all human values. In the light 
of it, every period of life, including 
that of old age, is possessed of intrin- 
sic value and sublime potential. Viewed 
in the light of an eternal destiny, old 
} age is seen to have an importance as 
-} great as that of youth or the middle 
/) years. To young and old ,the divine 
‘| imperative is addressed: ‘Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God... and thy 
| neighbor as thyself.’ ” 
| Dr. George Harkins, secretary of The 
| United Lutheran Church, closed the 
|\Conference with prayer and benedic- 
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OBSCENITY ... 
Continued from page 29 


tion to it. They suggest working quiet- 
ly but effectively with those who are 
distributing and selling the material by 
following accepted legal procedures 
and sound judgment. 

Don’t say, “This is not my business” 
or “Christians should have nothing to 
do with this filth.” True, we cannot 
legislate morality or build the kingdom 
of Christ with “blue laws” against in- 
decent literature. But we can and must 
help keep wholesome the community 
in which our children and youth are 
reared. 

Here, too, Luther’s words about lust- 
ful thoughts have their application: 
“You can’t keep the birds from flying 
over your head, but you can keep them 
from building nests in your hair.” 

The Church cannot be silent. The 
Church acts when its people act. When 
the individual Christian is concerned, 
when he becomes informed, when he 
speaks out firmly and clearly, he is 
bearing positive witness not only to 
the Sixth Commandment and to God 
who gave it, but also to the new life 
which is his in Christ. 


CHURCHWOMEN ACT 

A LETTER and half-page newspaper 
ad arrived in the LuTHERAN WoMEN of- 
fice as this issue was going to press, 
relating what the ALCW of Elim Lu- 
theran Church, Port Arthur, Washing- 
ton, is doing about pornographic liter- 
ature. Mrs. Robert Hewitt, president, 
wrote: 

“|. We sent a letter to our chief of 
police after getting names of undesir- 
able magazines that were found in our 
local stores. We have also made our 
viewpoint known to the store managers. 
It has been encouraging to notice the 
magazines disappearing from _ the 
shelves...” 

The newspaper ad, which was paid 
for by the postmaster, mayor, and sev- 
eral groups, including the Elim ALCW, 
appealed to tke citizens to help “Stamp 
Out Smut.” 
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We Call This Friday Good. By How- 
ard G. Hageman. Muhlenberg Press, 
Philadelphia. 1961. 83 pages. $1.50. 
In HIs BooK We Call This Friday 

Good, Dr. Hageman presents a series of 
meditations on the seven last words of 
Christ which lend themselves well to 
family worship. In a study of his in- 
spiring message, 
“Wwe shall be learn- 
ing how God’s love 
works through hu- 
man weakness, fail- 
ure, and sin, bring- 
ing light and love, 
peace and joy.” 

Indicative of the 
author’s clarity and 
profundity are the 
following quotes: 

“Here is the only 
satisfying answer to 
life’s intricate and troubling questions 
—to have the faith to bring them to a 
God who is personally known, person- 
ally trusted, personally loved. He will 
make his own way plain.” 

“God’s concern for us always out- 
runs and outreaches our concern for 
him. Here is the abiding meaning of 
this third word from the cross.” 

“It is a terrible thing when your re- 
ligion is so elevated that it is above the 
ordinary needs of human life.” 

Well known as a lecturer in liturgics 
and homiletics, Dr. Howard G. Hage- 
man is now president of General Synod, 
Reformed Church in America. 

EMILIE STOCKHOLM 


The Stranger of Galilee. By Reginald 
E. O. White. William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 1960. 203 pages. $3.50. 
ALTHOUGH THE TITLE of this book 

comes from a sentimental poem about 

Jesus, Mr. White, English writer, 

teacher, and pastor, presents the life 
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of Christ in an unusual and deeply 
thoughtful manner. Following the nar- 
ration of each event, the author delves 
into its theological meaning and then 
in a brief statement suggests its sig- 
nificance for Christ’s followers today. 

For example, Jesus chose twelve or- 
dinary men of diverse character and 
varied spiritual development to learn 
from him. “In them,” White explains, 
“He perpetuated himself as they con- 
tinued His work and ministry after 
His ascension.” They were “not bril- 
liant or perfect, but dedicated, en- 
lightened, keen, determined and in love 
with Christ. What might not Jesus do 
with such a band again!” 

The Stranger of Galilee contains de- 
votional material easily adaptable for 
use in Sunday church school classes 
and church auxili- 
aries. If read in 
connection with the 
scriptural account, 
individual chapters 
may also aid per- 
sonal devotions and 
stimulate Bible 
study. By frequent 
reference to related 
Scripture passages 
the author encour- 
ages the reader to 
study for himself. 
He believes that we 
can overcome the 
human tendency to portray Jesus in 
terms of our own times and experience 
through “a constant discipline of the 
imagination by the written record of 
His life and word.” 

Mrs. M. P. Lang, Jr. 


Order these books from the Awyustana 
Book Concern, Rock Island, Ill.: the Fin- 
nish Book Concern, Hancock, Mich.; Lu- 
theran Church Supply Stores, 2900 Queen 
Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pa., or their branch 
stores nearest you. 
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The World in a Word. Color filmstrip. 
04 frames. Two reading scripts. Pur- 
chase price, $6 plus 10 cents postage. 
Not available for rental. Order from 
Audio-Visual Service, Augustana 
Lutheran Church, 2445 Park Ave., 
Minneapolis 4, Minn., or any of the 
Lutheran Church Supply Stores 
(formerly United Lutheran Publica- 
tion House). 


WITH THE ecumenical movement be- 
ing so important today in the life of 
the church around the world, this film- 
strip comes at an opportune time to 
help us understand the word “ecumen- 
ical,’ along with bringing the viewer 
the history of the modern ecumenical 
movement. The filmstrip also helps to 
show how church people at the local 
level can identify with this movement. 

The World in a Word is very clear 
and concise in its presentation of the 
meaning and importance of the mod- 
ern ecumenical movement. Definitions 
of the word “ecumenical” are given, 
and then it is shown how these defini- 
tions have been used in different peri- 
ods of history. It is shown how this 
word came to describe the current 
movement of unity among Christians 
of the world. 

As the filmstrip concludes “. . . the 
ecumenical movement is just begin- 
ning. We in our local congregations by 
continually striving to be one in fel- 
lowship and service with all other 
Christians, join that movement. Thus 
we affirm that there is one God who 
is Lord of all, and one church—ecu- 
menical, whole.” 

The filmstrip, whose script also in- 
cludes very good discussion questions, 
is very adaptable to church women’s 
groups, youth meetings, and church 
family nights. 

JEANNE KREGER 
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This Month on TV and Radio 


The ambitious and challenging series 
of TV programs on “Frontiers of Faith” 
which the National Council of Church- 
es produces on Sundays from 1:30-2:00 
P.M. (EST) over NBC-TV continues 
in March with these dramatic presen- 
tations: 

March 5—“Three Gentlemen from 
Africa.” Three dramatic interviews, 
seeking to make clear what it means 
to be an African today. 

March 12—‘“‘A Lovely Day for Peace.” 
A dramatic documentary dealing with 
nuclear warfare and its antithesis. 

March 19—As yet untitled, but is a 
topical revue on the present day de- 
cline in personal morality. 

March 26—“No Skin Off My Nose.” 
A documentary revue on the conflict 
between Christian beliefs and secular 
practices. 

“Pilgrimage,” a National Council of 
Churches radio program carried over 
the ABC network on Sundays at 10:00- 
10:25 p.m. (EST) concludes this month 
with interviews by Quincy Howe, ABC 
commentator. 


Save Time and Postage 

When renting Lutheran World Ac- 
tion films or filmstrips (Date with Rev- 
olution, Around the World with LWA, 
etc.), order from your nearest LWA 
visual aid center. Consult your pastor 
for the address. To churches of the 
National Lutheran Council, the rental 
is a service charge only. 


Correction on “City Harvest’ 

City Harvest, the color sound film- 
strip reviewed on this page last month, 
may be rented for $4 from the National 
Lutheran Council, Room 228, 327 South 
LaSalle Street, Chicago, Ill. The film- 
strip was incorrectly listed as rental 
free. 
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NCC Pioneer Religious 
Dance Consultation Held 
New York—(RNS)—Margaret Fisk 


Taylor (center), noted exponent of the 
religious dance, presents with her 


group a demonstration at the first con- 
sultation on the dance attended by 
professional dancers and churchmen 
under auspices of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches’ Department of Wor- 
ship and the Arts in New York. The 
presentation, entitled “Eli, Eli,” ex- 
pressed the cry of Psalm 22:1—“My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” 


Says Unity Road Leads 
Back to Christ, Not Rome 


Copenhagen—(LWF)—The road to 
Christian unity is a “road back”—but 
it is back to Christ and not back to 
Rome, the Lutheran World Federation’s 
Commission on Inter-Confessional Re- 
search heard here. 

Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of 
Munich, Germany, chairman of the 
commission, declared that the Biblical 
allusion to one flock under one shep- 
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herd referred only to Christ himself 
and not to the Pope. 

Martin Luther’s work as a church 
reformer was begun with an ecumen- 
ical perspective, said Dr. Dietzfelbing- 
er, whose 2.5-million-member Bavarian 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is situ- 
ated in the most Roman Catholic part 
of Germany. But, he added, Luther’s 
ecumenical goal was “back to Christ 
alone, to the Holy Scriptures, to faith 
and truth.” 


Disoriented Youth 
Should Concern Churches 


New York—(RN)—Our homes are 
failing to give their children a normal 
childhood, Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy de- 
clared at the NCC General Assembly 
in San Francisco, addressing the Di- 
vision of Christian Life and Work. He 
asserted that the American home is one 
of the institutions affected by the pro- 
found disorientation caused by tech- 
nology. 


“Actually, our children and youth 
are so integrated in community life 
that they become flotsam and jetsam 
in a vast sea of impersonal humanity,” 
he said. 

Discussing other causes of their sense 
of insecurity, Dr. Espy cited the “cold 
war” program, amounting to compul- 
sory military training, in which youth 
become either apathetic about future 
plans and education or despondent that 
“their plans for children and grand- 
children may be futile because of im- 
minent global destruction.” 

“Sensing the depth of their spiritual 
disorientation,” he said, “we must bring 
the total gospel of the total church to 
the total person in his total environ- 
ment.” 


Lutheran Women 


|Program Helps 
| April Topic 

WHO OPENS THE DOOR? 
Author: Marjorie Louise Bracher 


THE SUBJECT 

THE OPppoRTUNITIES for full-time 
service in the Church are many and 
varied. What are they? Does my son? 
daughter? Sunday school class? the 
young people of my church know about 
them? Whose responsibility is it to 
make sure that young people planning 
their life work or older persons who 
could fill a critical need know these 

_needs exist? 

Believing that this is a shared re- 
sponsibility and that the women’s aux- 
iliary can assist the boards of the 
Church, responsible for recruiting, to 
bring the information they have to give 
to the persons who should receive it, 
this program on church vocations has 
been planned. 


THE AUTHOR 

Mrs. Edwin Bracher, the author, is a 
member of The United Lutheran 
Church in America and has wide con- 
tacts with the needs of the Church as 
a pastor’s wife and as a member of the 
Board of Parish Education (ULCA) 
and the executive board of the women’s 
) auxiliary. She is the author of several 
4 programs. Among her books are Love 
Is No Luxury and Church School 
Prayers. 


THE MrtTHOoD 

Detailed suggestions are given for 
| presenting the program, either as a 
| panel or as a discussion. Do not hesi- 
tate to try another way if it seems a 
good one. In choosing your method, 
keep your group in mind, your young 
| people, your congregation. You have 
| something to say that is important. 
It would be interesting to find out 


in the Church. No one? Why was that 
true? Did no one open the door? Have 
there been young people entering 
church occupations in the past, but no 
one for a long time? Why? Did some- 
one fail to point out the door or sug- 
gest, “Perhaps you should knock?” 


ADDITIONAL HELPS 

If you have a church library find out 
whether these valuable sources are 
available for anyone seeking informa- 
tion in your church. If not, your aux- 
iliary might want to place them there. 
Order from: Boarp or HicHER Epuca- 
TION, 231 Madison Avenue, New York 
16. Y. 

“Church Vocations Kit” 
cents 

Lutheran Church Occupations—a 

Handbook Price: 50 cents 

“Your Opportunity in Church Vo- 
cations,” a leaflet. Free. 

The following thought-provoking 
leaflets may be secured by writing to 
the addresses below. Remember to al- 
low sufficient time for mail service. 
Boarp oF DEACONESS Work, 2900 Queen 

Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pa. 

“Calling for...” Free 

“Vocational Opportunities for Young 

Women in the Diaconate of the 
ULCA” Free 
Avucustana Book Concern, Rock Is- 
land, Ill. 
Adventuring with Christ 
Church Staff Vocations. $1. 

Who Will Go? 25 cents 
Unitep LuTHERAN CHURCH Women, 2900 

Queen Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pa. 

“Prepare to Serve in Missions 

Around the World” Free 

“Church Careers Abroad for Me?” 

Free 


Price: 50 


in the 
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HWicditation 


A Challenge and a Promise 


by Mrs. E. C. Pudas 


Read: Ephesians 4:1-7 
Psalm 13:1 


“Onr Bopy—one Spirit.” These words, which comprise the theme chosen 
for the 1961 convention of Lutheran Guild of Suomi Synod, offer both a challenge 
and promise as we press forward toward our goal: one in a common cause for 
Christ—one in the fellowship of the kingdom. 

We are no longer content to go complacently along the old ways; but now, 
aflame with a zeal sparked by the glow of the Spirit, we glimpse horizons 
hitherto undreamed of—-and we enter a new day. There must be no barriers 
there, nothing to deter our efforts. The following lines by Longfellow might well 
be our watchword: 

“All your strength is in your union, 
All your danger is in discord.” 

If we brush away every vestige of prejudice, of resentment, and of misun- 
derstanding so that our outlook becomes fresh and clear, we will discover the ~ 
best in ourselves and the best in others. Let us base our forward look on a sin- 
cere desire to share in faith, in love, and in service for our Lord and Saviour. 
As we develop greater capacities for sharing we will grow stronger spiritually 
and Christ’s kingdom will be enriched. 

What strength there is in oneness; and what joy as well! 

Some years ago an old couple neared their fiftieth wedding anniversary. 
Since most of their children lived faraway, distance as well as diversity of cir- 
cumstances had broken the once closely knit family circle. The parents earnest- 
ly wished that the entire family might be together for the observance of the 
anniversary. 

When the long anticipated day arrived, everyone down to the youngest 
grandchild was there, and preceding the festive dinner there was an hour of 
joyous reunion. After they had gathered around the long table, they gave 
thanks to God and then, clasping hands, everyone arose to sing, “Blest be the 
tie that binds.” As the last notes faded away into a moment of silence there 
came the sound of a child’s voice saying, “Now we are all one.” Tears filled 
many eyes at this simple expression of their own heartfelt thoughts. This joy- 
ful experience is one of their most cherished memories. 

In Dr. J. B. Phillips’ translation of the Letter to Ephesus we read as fol- 
lows: “Make it your aim to be at one in the Spirit, and you will inevitably be 
at peace with one another. You all belong to one body, of which there is one 
Spirit, just as you all experienced one calling to one hope!” 

Paul’s message is clear, it shows us the way. Let us respond then by joining 
heart and hand, trusting in God’s guidance all the while, so that we may attain 
the fulfillment of our hopes and dreams—‘‘One body—one Spirit.” 


Prayer: Search us, Lord, we pray. Make of our hearts an open book, and grant 
us the vision to see where we have failed. May we truly know the strength and 
joy of being one in thee. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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raver Concerns for Wlarch 


Let us unite in prayer each day for one of the following concerns, praying for . 


a) SO) 


Daily spiritual cleansing and renewal this Lenten season. 
All who are seeking refuge from physical, mental, or spiritual torment. 
Christ’s presence and direction at the meetings of JCLU and its committees 
this week. 
Guidance, strength, and protection of all laborers in God’s kingdom. 
Christian nationals who are holding positions of leadership in the younger 
churches and in their governments. 
Children all over the world, that they may be fed, protected, and loved. 
New Americans and Canadians that they may find a true homeland in our 
countries. 
Genuine love that looks on no one as a stranger but everyone as a child 
of God. 
Continued growth in the work of the Lutheran Church in Latin America. 
The women’s work in all the younger churches. 
Perseverance and faith for missionaries and laymen who seek to plant the 
Word in difficult places. 
One Hour of Sharing. That Christians may witness to the love they profess 
by the offerings they give today. 
More opportunities for refugees to regain their status as wage-earners. 
All families who are often separated because of work, school, or other 
reasons. 
Self-discipline to pause each day to thank and praise God for his care and 
love. 
The penetration of the gospel into remote places of the world. 
The spirit of Christ powerfully to pervade the deliberations at the United 
Nations. 
Forgiveness that we so often reject those to whom Christ depends on us to 
reveal himself. 
Faith that God’s love can work even through human weakness. 
God’s blessing and guidance on the church conventions being held this 
spring. 
Effectiveness of the rural medical work in Taiwan and Malaya. 
Faith to act upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit within us. 
Ingenuity and insight for pastors, missionaries, and nationals in helping the 
church meet the needs of people. 
Wider fellowship among the women of the church throughout the world. 
Gratitude for those pastors and their wives who are willing to sacrifice 
themselves to isolated or otherwise “unwanted” parishes. 
The experience of learning how to be lonely and gaining strength from it. 
Guidance of leaders planning the Triennial Convention of ULCW. 
A growing awareness of our responsibility as laity to proclaim Christ’s mes- 
sage of liberation, reconciliation, and unity. 
Those who hunger, that they may be fed. 
Greater understanding and love toward our Jewish neighbors. 
The leaders of Communism that God’s will for the world may become their 
will. 
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Editorial 


This issue of LUTHERAN WoMEN you are reading marks its first anni- 
versary. Launched as an interim magazine until the merger, LUTHERAN 
Women merged Lutheran Woman’s Work and Lutheran Women's World 
into one magazine to serve ULCW, ALCW, as well as Lutheran Guild of 
Suomi Synod and the Women’s Mission Society of AELC. 

Upon its birth, LurHzeraNn WomeEN was given four purposes by the 
Blue Print Committee, which represents the four women’s organizations 
studying women’s work for the new Church: 

1. To serve as the official magazine of the women’s organizations of Augus- 
tana and ULCW and as a medium of information for AELC and Suomi Synod. 

2. To present the work of the Church in such a way that women will act re- 
sponsively. 

3. To promote the work of the Church. 

4. To strengthen the fellowship of Lutheran women around the world through 
an interchange of ideas, news, and study. 

A small army of more than two hundred women and men—writers, ar- 
tists, printers, workers in editorial and circulation offices—have assisted 
LUTHERAN WoMEN in its effort this year to fulfill these purposes. Every four 


months the Editorial Committee has met with the editors in Chicago to re- | 


view and plan the issues. Readers’ requests receive serious consideration 
at these meetings. When they can pass these two questions they are usually 
included in the planning: 1) Will this request concern the readers of all 
four women’s organizations whom the magazine seeks to serve, or does it 
only concern or relate itself to one of the four groups—ALCW or ULCW, 
for example? 2) Does this request conflict with any policy of the four 
women’s organizations or their Churches? Requests which do not pass 
these two questions are filed for consideration when the merger is consum- 
mated and LurHERAN WoMEN (or its successor) will serve one united group 
having the same concerns and policy. 


Helping the magazine fulfill its purpose to serve as the official maga- 
zine of the women’s organizations are the executive boards and education 
committees of ULCW and ALCW, who provide official information and 
writers. 


Busy church executives of the four churches have generously respond- 
ed to requests for articles and information to help LuTHERAN WoMmEN pro- 
mote and “present the work of the Church in such a way that women will 
act responsively.” 


And to help it fulfill its unique purpose “to strengthen the fellowship 
of Lutheran women around the world,” dozens of persons in congregations 
from North America to Malaya—wherever our Churches are working— 
have warmly responded with “Yes, I’ll be happy to write for LuTHERAN 
Women!” when editors have asked for “a story about your women’s work” 
or “an article about how you do it in India... Japan .. . Latin America.” 


So on its first anniversary, LUTHERAN WomMEN expresses gratitude for 
the army of generous contributors and responsive readers who are helping 
it to fulfill its purposes. 
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Definite Results 


Dear Eprror: What a thrill the pages 
j.of LuTHERAN WoMEN have given us in 
jirecent months as we have looked into 
‘the faces and read the stories of the 
‘jirising generation of trained Christian 
women who are taking positions of 
@ileadership in our younger Lutheran 
Churches. God has shown those of us 
‘who belong to the mother Church cer- 
ain definite results of our hopes, our 
prayers, and our gifts for which we 
‘give thanks. May our enthusiasm con- 
/tinue and the leadership overseas in- 
ocrease. 
HELEN D. BEcHTOLT 
Chicago, IIl. 


Reading Spurs Offering Increase 
Dear Eprror: This true-life experi- 
‘nce will be of interest to you, I be- 
lieve. 

} I received a letter with a twenty- 
Hollar check enclosed and this note 
‘irom one of our teachers, who took 
‘\ceome good reading materials with her 
lon the train when she went East for 
\Christmas vacation: 

) “I’m enclosing a check for GLCW,” 
‘Ike wrote. “By the time I had read 
‘through all the LurHERaN WoMEN on 
he train, I decided the two dollars I 
gave you for the offering was mot 
e.” 

No further comment necessary. 


Mrs. Louis CROWNER 
Bell, Calif. 


Magazine Boost 


Dear Epitor: After attending a Tup- 
_}oerware party, I was hit by the idea to 
vromote LUTHERAN WoMEN in the same 
‘lianner. So one day I composed a lit- 
_ke limerick to use as an invitation. We 
i Live eighteen circles in our organiza- 


iq 


tion and by having two circles at a 
time I felt I could manage nine coffee 
parties. The average at each party was 
ten members. 

These small groups gave me a won- 
derful opportunity to point out the 
merits and uses of the magazine. Na- 
turally questions arose, discussion fol- 
lowed, and some articles were men- 
tioned. 

This magazine boost was one way in 
which I could serve our church and 
ALCW by remaining at home—no 
committee meetings at all. My feeling 
is that the ladies who came had an en- 
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joyable evening, and my prayer is that 
they will relay interest in the maga- 
zine so that more use will be made of 
it by all our women at Elim. 

I am far from satisfied with what 
has been done [102 subscriptions were 
obtained], for we are still 50 per cent 
below the 100 per cent goal suggested 
by our national officers. 


Mrs. F. C. GAMELIN 
Robbinsdale, Minn. 
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